1644                              JOHN EVELYN                                 123

capitals of divers orders, supporting" lesser columns of
white marble, and these supporting a noble cupola, tlie
molding whereof is excellently wrought. In the chapel
which they affirm to have been the lodging place of this
Emperor, all women are prohibited from entering, for
the malice of Herodias who caused him to lose his head.
Here are deposited several sacred relics of St. James,
Mary Magdalen, St. Matthew, etc., and two goodly pictures.
Another chapel, or oratory near it, is called St. John the
Evangelist, well adorned with marbles and tables, es-
pecially those of Cavali^re Giuseppe, and of Tempesta,
in fresco. We went hence into another called St. Ve-
nantius, in which is a tribunal all of Mosiac in figures
of Popes. Here is also an altar of the Madonna, much
visited, and divers Sclavonish saints, companions of Pope
John IV. The portico of the church is built of materials
brought from Pontius Pilate's house in Jerusalem.

The next sight which attracted our attention, was a
wonderful concourse of people at their devotions before
a place called Scala Sancta, to which is built a noble
front. Entering the portico, we saw those large marble
stairs, twenty-eight in number, which are never ascended
but on the knees, some lip-devotion being used on every
step; on which you may perceive divers red specks of
blood under a grate, which they affirm to have been
drops of our Blessed Savior, at the time he was so bar-
barously misused by Herod's soldiers; for these stairs are
reported to have been translated hither from his palace
in Jerusalem. At the top of them is a chapel, whereat
they enter (but we could not be permitted) by gates of
marble, being the same our Savior passed when he went
out of Herod's house. This they name Mho, Sanctum Sane-
torum^ and over it we read this epigraph:

Non est in toto sanctior orbe locus.

Here, through a grate, we saw that picture of Christ
painted (as they say) by the hand of St. Luke, to the
life. Descending again, we saw before the church the
obelisk, which is indeed most worthy of admiration. It
formerly lay in the Circo Maximo, and was erected here
by Sextus V., in 1587, being 112 feet in height without
the base or pedestal; at the foot nine and a half one
way, and eight the other. This pillar was first broughtht fair
